
Federal Courthouse Annex 
Des Moines, IA 

Summary:   
 

1995; 103,000 SF; 
structural steel on au-
ger cast piles; precast 
exterior with limestone 
and curtain wall; single 
ply membrane roof. 
 
 
Special Features:   
 

Energy Efficient De-
sign award; lowest 
costing federal court-
house due to design-
build delivery saving 
approx. 100 days time 
and 10% of total cost. 
It is cooled by a central 
chiller and heated by 
electric VAV boxes.  
The two courtrooms 
have “state of the art” 
sound and communi-
cations systems and 
the building has a 
maximum security sys-
tems and underground 
parking for the judges. 
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